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Liturgical Date: Year A, Lent 5, 26" March 2023
Presenter Rev Tom Stuart

Focus Reading  John 11:1-45
Message 8 minutes 11 seconds “Really Living”

Discussion Starters
1 What thoughts or ideas arise for you as you reflect on this message?
2 Reflect back on the fullness of life of people, activities, or groups even though they die?
3 How does your faith help you to live life fully?
4 Imagine the particular ways this makes for a better world?

Lectionary readings for the day

Ezekiel 37:1-14 In Ezekiel’s 3™ vision, he is taken to a valley of “dry bones”. God brings them
to life and commissions Ezekiel to proclaim God’s life-giving power.

Psalm 130 Despite being in the depths of a consequence of sin, the psalmist trusts in God’s
forgiveness. Then, on the basis of that trust, the psalmist proclaims the same forgiveness for
the people.

Romans 8:6-11 This passage assumes a stark dualism between setting the mind on the flesh
(“selfishness”), death, and immortality on the one hand, and setting the mind on the Spirit,
resurrection, and righteousness on the other. But ultimately, the dualism is revealed to be a
unity when God, through the Spirit, gives “life to your human bodies”.

EXcerpted from Abingdon’s Theological Companion to the Lectionary, Year A. Copyright c2012 by Abingdon Press, an
imprint of the United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

All Age Message: Maria Williams “The Raising of Lazarus”
Length 5 minutes 45 seconds

Precis of AAM

We hear the story of Lazarus — once dead but bought to life. The resurrection of Lazarus was
at a crucial point in Jesus ministry...the last miracle that Jesus performed before the
Crucifixion happened in the Gospel of John. Jesus shows us the power over life and death in
this event — he calls Martha to make a statement of faith to confirm she will deal with
death. Many others came to believe as well.

Resources: Uniting in Worship (Blue Book). Psalm 130 - pages 344

Rev Tom Stuart

Tom is married with 4 adult children and 3 grandchildren. He is the minister of the
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