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Liturgical Date: Year A, Palm Sunday, 2nd April 2023 
Presenter   Rev Alan Robinson   
 
Focus Reading        Philippians 2:5-11, Matthew 21:1-11 
 
 Message               7 minutes 45 seconds                                                    “Welcoming the King”  
 

Discussion Starters  
1 Can you recall watching a street parade?  If so, when, and where was it?  How did it 

make you feel?  Did it have a lasting impact?  Why or why not?  
2 In this Palm Sunday message, we have seen how Jesus reveals God in unexpected ways. 

In what ways has your understanding of God changed or been challenged over the 
years? 

3 Two disciples are instructed to fetch a donkey from a place in the city.  Details are few.  
What would have gone through your mind, as you went? 

4 “…we will also prepare the way for him to enter the hearts, lives and communities of 
those who don’t know him.” What are some ways your congregation could do this? 

 
Lectionary readings for the day  
Isaiah 50:4-9 This servant of God – in contrast to the people described in Isaiah 50:1-3 – listens 
for God’s word, obeys God, and trusts in God’s help and vindication even in the face of 
contention and disgrace.  
Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 In its original Jewish context this psalm functioned as an entrance liturgy 
to the temple, used at the festival of Passover.  It proclaimed God’s deliverance from Egypt 
and from exile.  The tone is jubilation.  In the resurrection, we too are delivered by God, so 
now Christ empowers us, transforms us, and pulls us out of deaths’ grip.  

Excerpted from Abingdon’s Theological Companion to the Lectionary, Year A.  Copyright c2012 by Abingdon Press, an 
imprint of the United Methodist Publishing House.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.)    

 
All Age Message: Rev Alan Robinson                                            “Thunder & Tremble” 
Length    5 minutes 35 seconds 
 
Precis of AAM 
An old horse called ‘Thunder’ and a young donkey called ‘Tremble’ live together in a 
paddock on a farm.  Their experiences were very different and then a very unexpected thing 
happened! 
 
Resources: Uniting in Worship (Blue Book).  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 - pages 335-336  
 
Rev Alan Robinson 
Retired Uniting Church minister living in Orange NSW. Hobby: Author and illustrator of 
children’s picture books.  


