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Liturgical Date: Year A, Pentecost 3, 18th June 2023 
Presenter   Rev John Barker   
 

Focus Reading        Matthew 9:35-10:10 
 
 Message                8 minutes 15 seconds           “Servant Lord – Servant People”  
 

Discussion Starters  
1 What was the most significant point you picked up in the message? 
2 Can you think of things that you have a sense of God encouraging you to engage with in 

your community? 
3 How might your church juggle the challenges of more internal aspects of church life 

(e.g., pastoral and property) to that of focus of this message on going out? 
4 When you think of your church being ‘sent’ into the world by Christ, where might you 

identify the most important place to be in your community? 
 
Lectionary readings for the day  
Gen 18:1-15 God promises a son to the elderly Sarah and Abraham.  Sarah laughs, but God 
reiterates the promise (18:14). 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 The poet offers thanksgiving because God has responded to his cries for 
help. 
Romans 5:1-8 “Hope doesn’t put us to shame …”(v5).  God’s prevenient grace shown in Christ 
provides the basis for hope and “shows (God’s) love for us” (v8) 
(Excerpted from Abingdon’s Theological Companion to the Lectionary, Year A.  Copyright c2012 by Abingdon Press, an 

imprint of the United Methodist Publishing House.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.)    
 

All Age Message: Glenda Downie                                     “God is for us!”                   
Length    4 minutes 20 seconds 
Precis of AAM 
Having a bad day? Yes, it happens to us all but we are told God is bigger and more powerful 
than anything. If we always surround ourself with God’s presence the bad parts are less 
freaky. 
Resources: Uniting in Worship (Blue Book).  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 - pages 333-334  

Rev John Barker 
Minister at Northern beaches Uniting Church, Sydney (part of a multi-site centre), 
comprising: Balgowlah, Manley, Cromer, and Freshwater. I am married to my wife Joanna 
and have 4 children aged 20-29. 
My interest in Theology: currently studying as a PhD Candidate (part-time) at UTC (I am a 
lifelong learner)!  
My sporting interest is surfing (I used to look out for my kids in the water, now they look out 
for me)! 
 


