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Liturgical Date: Year A, Pentecost 4, 25, June 2023
Presenter Rev Liam Miller

Focus Reading  Genesis 21:8-21

Message 8 minutes 40 seconds “A Local and Cosmic God”

Discussion Starters

What good news did you hear in this message?

Do you see any of your own faith journey in the story of Hagar?

Share a time when you learnt something about God from an unexpected source.
How might God’s expansive presence impact how you relate to and learn from your
neighbours?
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Lectionary readings for the day

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 The prayer offers supplication for help with “those who hate me” (v17).
The phrase, “save this child and servant” (v16) may remind the reader of Ishmael and his
ordeal.

Romans 6:1b-11 “But if we died with Christ, we have faith that we will also live with him” (v8).
Matthew 10:24-39 Jesus warns the disciples to expect persecution and reassures them that
God'’s care for them (“even the hairs of your head are counted” (v30) ).He reminds them that
through following him may involve conflict, “those who lose their lives because of me will find

them (v29).

(EXcerpted from Abingdon’s Theological Companion to the Lectionary, Year A. Copyright c2012 by Abingdon Press, an
imprint of the United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

All Age Message: Glenda Downie “Fear Not”

Length 4 minutes 10 seconds

Precis of AAM

Being scared at some stage of our lives is very normal. How do we deal with being scared?
God has called us each by name and told us to ‘fear not’ — do not be afraid, as he is always
with us. God is with us to bring us through all that happens in our lives.

Resources: Uniting in Worship (Blue Book). Psalm 86:1-10,16-17 — not listed in book.

Rev Liam Miller

| am currently in placement at Forest kirk Uniting Church on Garigal and
Gayamaygal land. | am also a PhD candidate at United Theological College,
where | am researching how theatrical practices of adaption might assist how
we approach the task of Christian doctrine.



