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Liturgical Date: Year A, Pentecost 8, 23rd July 2023
Presenter Leis| Homes

Focus Reading Romans 8:12-25, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, Genesis 28:10-19a

Message 8 minutes 0 seconds “Wheat, Weeds, or a Hybrid”

Discussion Starters

1 What stood out for you in the readings/message?

When have you felt close to (known by) God?

3  What would it be like if we showed one another (and ourselves) the same grace showed
Jacob and David?

4 If you were to let go of the idea that there are people who are, “good/blessed/in” and
others who are “bad/cursed/out”, what would this make possible for your witness to
God'’s love and Kingdom?

Lectionary readings for the day

Genesis 28:10-19a Jacob’s angst as he flees his brother’s justified vengeance results in a
nightmare message of hope that confirms his place in and benefits of the Abrahamic
covenant. Itisthe assurance of divine grace.

Psalm139:1-12,23-24 The psalmist articulates his confidence in the omnipresence and
grace of God in the midst of life, that enables him to open his life freely for God’s
investigation.

Matthew 13:24-30 The parable of the weeds and the wheat refutes any claim that human
beings can determine who is righteous and who is unrighteous. It is also a word of hope for
those who are overcome by the vicissitudes of life.

N

(EXcerpted from Abingdon’s Theological Companion to the Lectionary, Year A. Copyright c2012 by Abingdon Press, an
imprint of the United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

All Age Message: Rev Phil Swain “Cosmic Hide and Seek”

Length 3 minutes 5 seconds

Precis of AAM

The writer of the psalm for this week was playing ‘Cosmic Hide and Seek’. God is
everywhere — God knows him so well even if he says nothing. God seems to know
everything about everything. That is why we can ask God to always be with us, to keep us
safe and help us do good.

Resources: Uniting in Worship (Blue Book). Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 pages 348-349.

Liesl Homes

| am currently working part-time as an advocate for people with a disability. 1 am a 1% Year
candidate for ministry studying at the UTC in Sydney. | have been married for 2 % years to
my lovely husband Hilton. | am passionate about Aboriginal reconciliation, people being
empowered to live full and fulfilling lives, no matter their situation, and for all people to
know God’s love for them.



