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Liturgical Date: Year B, Pentecost 9, 21 July, 2024
Presenter: Rev Josh McPaul

Focus Reading: 2 Sam 7:1-14a

Message 11 minutes 50 seconds “Were You Born in a Tent?”

Discussion Starters

1 What are some of the best/worst experiences you have had in a tent/or camping?

2 Of course, we know God is in all places, but some of our habitual imagination shapes our
faith. What image comes to mind when you imagine where God lives?

3 What do you think of this idea of God living in a ‘tent’? How does it help you understand
your relationship with God.

4 Does your church have a connection to the homeless and housing insecure in your

community?

Lectionary readings for the day

Psalm 89:20-37 This psalm testifies to God’s unconditional covenant to David. God will keep
God’s promise and not lie to David (v35), even if his sons commit offenses.

Ephesians 2:11-22 Through the bloodshed of Jesus Christ, the cracks in human relationships,
the crevices that keep us estranged, and the chasms that keep persons divided are
overcome.

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 Everywhere Jesus travelled, there was a need. Jesus teaches us the
selflessness of service and sacrifice in addressing the needs that he encountered.

Regardless of preset agendas or fatigue, he was willing to give of himself so that others may

experience a better life.
Abingdon Theological Companion to the Lectionary, Year B. Copyright c2014 by Abingdon Press, an imprint of the United
Methodist Publishing House. (Used by permission. All rights reserved.)

All Age Message: Rev Josh McPaul “Where Does God Live?”

Length 3 minutes 48 seconds

Precis of AAM

What is your vision of where God lives? In the Bible the people moved around in tents and
everywhere they went they built an extra tent — tabernacle - for God. God is always on the
move, goes with us everywhere we go and just as comfortable in a tent as anywhere else!

Uniting in Worship (Blue Book). Psalm 89:20-37 Page 309-311
Rev Josh McPaul

Minister in Placement at Northern Illawarra Uniting Church, just north of Wollongong. | am
married to Robin, a teacher who comes from California, USA. | spent most of my working
life in the US, helping to start a church in Oakland, California, focused on racial
reconciliation. | love living near Wollongong, close to family — swimming, kayaking, and
camping up and down the coast.



